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Manufacturing Excellence





Foreword

As Managing Director and custodian of one of the UK’s oldest and best loved 
manufacturing companies I am proud to introduce this commemorative booklet 
celebrating our history.

Having been formed in 1819 in Falkirk, Falcon Foodservice has been in business now 
for 200 years – a truly remarkable achievement. 

Indeed, it was the year Queen Victoria was born, George lll was King, and the Duke 
of Wellington was battling with Napoleon. Illustrious brands such as Harrods and 
Cadbury hadn’t even been thought of and it was another 50 years before electricity 
was discovered.

Over the years Falcon has evolved from manufacturing all manner of cast iron goods 
from lamp posts and railings, to munitions during the war and to the latest cooking 
suites. 

Not only have our products evolved over the years – our markets, customers, 
processes, legislation, and of course the brand itself, have also changed.

Today Falcon is part of the Ali Group with a state-of-the-art manufacturing facility 
in Stirling, less than 15 miles from our original site. Here we have 200 colleagues, with 
nearly 3000 years of knowledge, experience and service carrying on the Falcon 
traditions of producing innovative, market leading products for our loyal customer 
base.

Peter McAllister, 
Managing Director



The Falkirk Iron Company’s 
coat of arms was designed 
around 1823. 
The shield in the centre 
carries three moulders’s 
ladles, known as double-
shanks, below a furnace or 
cupola. The figures are of 
a moulder and blacksmith 
bearing the tools of their 
respective trades, while 
the ship in the background 
denotes trade with overseas 
markets. 
The Latin inscription ‘Ferro 
Non Auro Mollescere 
Saecula‘ translates as ‘Iron, 
Not Gold, is the Great 
Civiliser’.

Iron, Not Gold, is the Great Civiliser



Hours were long,  with men and boys working 
a minimum of 12 hours a day Monday - Friday, 

with another 8 hours on a Saturday. Those 
working the furnaces  worked even longer, often 

starting at 4am and finishing at 10pm.



1819
Began as Falkirk Iron 
Company in Falkirk,               
Central Scotland.

1860
Began to 

manufacture large 
coal-fired cooking 

ranges. Other 
products included 

engine parts,          
post-boxes and 

gutters.

1929
Joined other UK  
foundries to become 
Allied Ironfounders Ltd.

1969
Allied 

Ironfounders taken 
over by Glynwed 

Foundries. 
Falkirk Iron 

Company became 
an independent 

manufacturing unit 
that resurrects Falcon 

name and logo.

1979
Relocated to  
Larbert, just a 
few miles away. 

1983
Falcon 350 
Compact              
Series 
launched.

1980
Chieftain Heavy 

Duty Range  
launched.

1990
Dominator Medium 

Duty portfolio 
introduced.

FALCON 350

CHIEFTAIN 2001 
Glynwed became the         
Aga Foodservice Group.



2004
Moved to current 

location in Stirling.
Infinity fryer 

launched.

2007
Induction Range 
launched.
Falcon became part of 
the

2011
Dominator 
Plus portfolio 
introduced.

2002 
Pro-Lite Light 
Duty portfolio 
introduced.

2015
F900 Series launched

F900

2017

Become exclusive 
UK distributor   
for Lainox

1819 - 2019



Posing for photographs - men and 
boys assembling moulding boxes





The molten iron was produced in huge furnaces, 
or cupolas, where it was common practice to 
name them after people famous at the time. 
Examples of these Falkirk Iron Co furnaces 
include ‘The Jenny Lind’ and ‘Florence 
Nightingale’.







The photos on these two pages were taken almost 90 years apart!



Early Products





There is some magic to the potjie pot, so it is not 
surprising that its history goes back to the time of 
witches and druids.

Cast iron existed as cookware in Europe since 
the iron age, but the three-legged pot is 
believed to have arrived in Africa in the 17th 
century with the early explorers.

It was adopted by the indigenous people, who 
replaced their clay pots with the iron potjie.

The first local manufacturer of the potjie pot was 
by the Durban Falkirk Iron Company, which was 
a joint venture between The Iron, Concrete and 
Asbestos Company, a South African foundry and 
the Falkirk Iron Works set up just after World War I.

These days Chinese-made potjie pots are 
in abundance now, but Falkirk was the only 
supplier for nearly 70 years.

“It was a superb pot. It was thick and heavy, so 
you would need only a little coal to heat it and it 
would retain that heat to slow-cook food. It had 
health benefits, especially for children, because 
of the iron that was transferred from the pot. It 
tenderised even the poorer cuts of meat.”

The Falkirk pots travelled all over Africa and 
were so popular that there was an 18-month 
wait for them.

The Pot That Changed the World



As seen already, we have manufactured all manner of goods 
over the years. These include casting bronzes from renowned 
French sculpturer Pierre-Jules Mene.

The son of a skilled metal turner, Mene was born in Paris where 
furniture manufacture, sculpting and metalworking were a part of 
his everyday life. His father, Dominique, tutored his son not only in 
the basics of metal foundry and the work of a “ciseler” but also in 
the rudiments of sculptural practice.

Following this training, Mene first began his career as a modeller 
for commercial porcelain manufacturers, before joining the 
atelier of the animal sculptor Rene Compaire and developed his 
interest in animals at the Jardin des Plantes. 

In 1838, he started his own foundry and held his first exhibition at 
the Salon, where he was to become a regular contributor until 
his death. Mene won four medals at the Salon and at major 
exhibitions, receiving the Cross of the Legion d’honneur in 1861 
and two first class medals at the London Exhibitions of 1855 
and 1861. One of Mene’s finest and most successful sculptures, 
‘L’Accolade’ (Arab Mare and Stallion) was first exhibited in wax 
at the Salon of 1852, in bronze in 1853, and at the Exposition 
Universelle of 1855. An example of this work is now in the 
collections of the Louvre. Examples of Mene’s work can be found 
in other French museums and the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford, 
which has the wax model of ‘Winner of the Race’ originally 
exhibited at the Salon of 1866.

Following Mene’s death in 1879, the continued casting of many 
of his models was undertaken by Auguste Cain, Mene’s son-in-
law and later by the Susse Freres and the Barbedienne Foundries, 
both of whom inscribed their casts. In addition, the Falkirk Iron Co 
of Scotland issued models in cast iron and occasionally in bronze.

Manufacturing Diversity



The First World War





To quote the Souvenir Programme from the 
previous pages, “We might however, be 
pardoned for making special reference to the 
Girls, who in the hour of our country’s need 
stepped forward and willingly undertook 
unaccustomed tasks, which they carried out 
with unflagging enthusiasm.”





Early Cooking Equipment





Major Installations

Regent Restaurant, Wembley Stadium 



Scottish National Exhibition Centre

Royal Military College, Sandhurst

Fountainbridge Cooking Centre, Edinburgh

National Insurance Offices



The Evolution of the Oven Range





New Brands and Products are Introduced...







F900



Hoste Arms, Norfolk

St Andrews Links Clubhouse

Champany Inn, Linlithgow

Hammersmith and  West London College

Special Development Units



Le Cordon Bleu







The Falcon Ladies
Falcon commissioned reknowned artist Louis 
Sheban to paint a series of ladies with Falcon 
birds. These six pieces were produced across 
more than a decade, from the first one in 1970 
to one of the artist’s final works in 1980, shortly 
before his death in 1981.



Louis Shabner, also known as Lou Shabner, was 
an English artist, born in Enfield, UK in 1917.  He 
specialised in fantasy “glamour” paintings of 
beautiful women, executed in bright warm 
colours in gouache on board, although he was 
just as comfortable using other media including 
watercolour.  These paintings, reproduced as 
prints, often called pin-ups as soldier admirers 
pinned them up in their lockers, became hugely 
popular and sold in large numbers, particularly as 
signed and framed prints sold through retail outlets.  

Shabner had been working successfully in the UK  
in his chosen genre for a good number of years 
when in the late 1940s he got his big international 
breakthrough, a calendar of 12 images of glamour 
girls for the American calendar publisher Brown & 
Bigelow, one image for each month of the year.  
The calendar was a great success and now meant 
that he was popular on both sides of the Atlantic.  
This led in due course to demand for his work 
becoming truly international.

Like other artists providing mass market art, 
demand for his work was and continues to be 
mainly in the form of framed prints which now 
typically fetch up to US$250 if in good condition.

Louis Shabner



In 2004 we moved to our current location in the 
shadow of the magnificent Wallace Monument, 
which celebrates its 150th birthday this year.

Wallace View






